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Dear Readers, 

Our District newsletter was on a hiatus for the past two years as we devoted our ef-
forts to the Agriculture in Today’s Environment publication you have been receiving. 
We wanted the community to understand the demands placed on agriculture and the ef-
forts put forth by farmers in becoming good stewards of the environment. Promoting 
sustainable agriculture has always been a mission of the Indiana County Conservation 
District since its inception in 1947. Agriculture continues to be an economic engine for 
Indiana County as farms consolidate to increase productivity and profitability. Farmers 
have embraced practices that have improved soil quality, reduced soil loss, and im-
proved manure nutrient utilization and management. All of these efforts have resulted in 
sustainable systems that improve profits while minimizing environmental impacts. 

Sustainable communities are also a part of our mission and sustainable communities 
require healthy ecosystems. Water is critical to healthy ecosystems. Clean and depend-
able water is essential for industries to grow, communities to prosper, and for recrea-
tional opportunities to develop. Nonpoint source pollutants now present the greatest 
challenge for protecting and enhancing our water resources. Urban runoff carries park-
ing lot debris and oil to streams, while the increased runoff volumes attack the integrity 
of the stream channel. Tainted water from abandoned mines turn streams orange and 
uninhabitable. Silt laden runoff from dirt roads and construction sites fill stream chan-
nels with sediment, choking aquatic life and altering the stream’s course.  

The Conservation District is working with many different partners to reduce the 
quantity of nonpoint source pollutants reaching Indiana County streams. If you have an 
interest in Indiana County agriculture and the Conservation District’s resource conserva-
tion efforts, I encourage you to subscribe to our newsletter.  
Jim Resh 
District Manager 
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Many faces have changed at the Con-
servation District since our last newsletter 
was published. Tom Clark, contracted Wa-
tershed Specialist, is now working with the 
Susquehanna River Basin Commission; 
Diane Darr, Administrative Technician, 
and her family moved to Ohio; and Jason 
McGinnis, Ag. Technician, accepted a po-

sition with Amfire Mining Company. We 
wish them all the best. We welcome Anne 
Daymut, Watershed Specialist; Brenda 
Hicks, Administrative Technician; and 
Emily Bloom, Ag. Technician, to the team. 
They have been working hard learning all 
the Conservation District programs and 
look forward to assisting you. 

��������
������
����
���
���	����
������	���������

� ���������	 �
 �� ���� 
���
 ������ �
 ���
 �
��������		
�

��
����������������

���������
	����	
��������
�����
���� ��	�� ��
!���	�"�������

#�

$	
%���	�&	
��	����%�
�	�������!����%�

#�

'
��	�$����&	�����
������(���

#�

!
��'�
	�����	��
����������)�

*�

!
	 �

��
�����%��
$	���	����
��$�����%�

+�

�	���'��%�����$	���	���
	�
�����������	
�

��

+�

� �

�������������������

������������

��������������������
��
������
������������� 

���������!��
��������� 
��������!���
"�������

����������
������������#�
��������$����"% %�

�

�������##�

&���'����

�������'��������

&���(��)����)�"�

*����+�"����

,��
"�-
����

-������.��)��

��������	
���������	�


�



�

�

���

��
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

���

���������
�	�

��
����

�	��
����
����	�����
�
�
�

����
������������
������


�������������������
�������

��	���	���
���
��������


�

������ ��!��"���

"#$��

/ � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

The Indiana County 
Conservation District has 
partnered with Ken Sink 
Trout Unlimited (KSTU), 
the Indiana County Commis-
sioners, Indiana County 
Parks and Trails, Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania, 
Indiana County Chapter of 
the Pennsylvania Senior En-
vironmental Corps, and Indi-
ana County’s new airport 
project to make significant 
improvements in the water 
quality of Two Lick Creek. 
Currently, the main stem of 
Two Lick Creek is desig-
nated as a Trout Stocked 
Fishery; however, the unique 
partnership formed between 
KSTU, the Indiana County 
Conservation District, and 
countless others believes that 
Two Lick Creek deserves 
better protection. The main 
stem of Two Lick Creek 
contains biota consistent 
with High Quality – Cold 
Water Fisheries and KSTU 

has petitioned to the PA De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection for the redesigna-
tion. Only one major pollu-
tion source exists between 
the Two Lick Reservoir and 
Homer City that threatens 
the water quality of Two 
Lick Creek; the Lucerne 3A 
abandoned mine discharge. 
A treatment system to cor-
rect this problem has been 
designed and funded and 
construction is expected to 
begin this summer. 

The treatment system 
will lure in big improve-
ments in the water quality of 
Two Lick Creek. After the 
treatment system is con-
structed this summer, it 
should prevent 104 tons of 
acidity, 10 tons of iron, and 
7 tons of aluminum per year 
from entering Two Lick 
Creek.  Because of the acidic 
nature of the discharge, a 
passive treatment system of 
ponds and channels would 

have been very costly and 
consume more space, thus, 
active treatment is the best 
option. A limestone silo 
doser will be placed at the 
point of discharge and the 
water will flow through a 
settling channel. The treated 
water will then enter Two 
Lick Creek. 

The partnership doesn’t 
end with the construction of 
the Lucerne 3A treatment 
system. The group has also 
finalized plans and designs 
for the Waterworks Conser-
vation Area. Construction is 
also expected to begin this 
summer for this educational 
park that will combine the 
Lucerne 3A discharge treat-
ment system with a wetland, 
handicap accessible fishing 
area, canoe launch, fish 
habitat improvement struc-
tures, recreational trail, edu-
cational kiosks, and picnic 
areas.   
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The Indiana County Farmers Market 
will begin June 10, 2008 with markets in 
Blairsville (Tuesdays) and Indiana 
(Wednesdays and Saturdays). During the 
2007 market it was not unusual for over 100 
individuals to pass by the produce stands 
during the three-hour market. Market prod-

ucts must be produced in Indiana or sur-
rounding counties. Exceptions will be 
granted on a case-by-case basis. There is a 
$130 vendor fee that covers advertising, 
market events, and vendor insurance. For 
more information contact (724) 463-8547 
extension 107 or (724) 465-3870.  
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The Northwest and Southwest Chapters of Project Grass and Penn Soil RC&D have 

received a DEP Energy Harvest Grant of $96,000 to fund solar-powered water pumping 
systems to provide water to livestock in rotational grazing systems. As a Project Grass 
member, Indiana County has the opportunity to submit ranked projects for funding.  
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Stormwater manage-

ment techniques have 
evolved significantly in re-
cent years. Originally rain 
events were treated as a nui-
sance to be directed off-site 
and downstream as soon as 
possible. It soon became 
apparent that this method of 
management was fine for 
the developer but caused a 
myriad of problems down-
stream. Properties were 
damaged and streams were 
impaired. Both landowners 
and the environment suf-
fered the ill effects. In some 
areas of over development, 
streams became nothing 
more than stormwater chan-
nels. Receiving little or no 
groundwater recharge, they 
were overrun during storm 
events causing massive 
bank erosion and during dry 
times a loss of natural habi-
tat occurred. 

The next phase in the 
evolution of stormwater 
management was flood pre-
vention. This was a natural 

progression since flooding 
is obviously a health and 
safety issue. Basins were 
designed to store rain events 
and release them at con-
trolled rates over extended 
periods of time. This 
method worked well for 
many years and to this day 
these systems can be seen 
all over the county and for 
that matter all over the 
country as well.  Although 
these systems seemed to 
solve the flooding issues, 
they did little or nothing to 
address water as a natural 
resource. All over the coun-
try water shortages have 
become a major issue. 

Today engineers and 
developers are being asked 
to rethink their stormwater 
management design meth-
ods. They are being asked 
to not only design their sites 
to ensure that flooding is-
sues are addressed, but to 
incorporate groundwater 
recharge and water quality 
protection design methods 

into their projects. Some of 
the new design features in-
clude underground infiltra-
tion beds, grassy swales, bio
-retention areas, and the 
disconnection of rooftop 
downspouts to name a few. 
These are all features of 
what is called low-impact 
design. 

Although to some these 
requirements seem to be 
intrusive, they are necessary 
to ensure that water is 
treated as the natural re-
source that it is. These types 
of changes are usually slow 
to be accepted and in some 
cases even outright resisted. 
This is where education is 
essential to explain the need 
for these changes and to 
provide assistance in their 
methods of incorporation. 
In time, the benefits of these 
new ideas will become ap-
parent to all.  We will be 
helping to both protect the 
environment and to ensure 
plentiful quantities of clean 
water for future generations.   
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A maximum award of $8,000 is available for each project and the landowner must 
supply a minimum 25% match, which can include in-kind services. For example, for an 
$8,000 award, the landowner must contribute an additional $2,677 in cost share. The 
grant funds must first be used to purchase solar panels, solar pumps, controllers, wiring 
and the components and accessories needed to install and protect an operating solar-
powered water-pumping system. Any remaining awarded funds may then be used to 
purchase tanks, pipelines, and any components needed for distribution of water to the 
pasture system. 

Applications for grant funds must be submitted by May 9, 2008. Interested land-
owners can obtain an application from the Indiana County Conservation District. Pro-
jects will initially be limited to one per county, but if all funds have not been committed 
by May 9, 2008, additional projects will be selected from the applications submitted. 
Any questions should be directed to Emily Bloom at the Conservation District at (724) 
463-8547 extension 108. 
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The Western Pennsylvania Conser-

vancy will be hosting a workshop on April 
29, 2008, beginning at 6:30 pm at the Rus-
tic Lodge in Indiana, PA. The workshop 
will discuss the land preservation options 
available through the Conservancy, along 
with other conservation easement and 

farmland preservation vehicles available to 
residents of Pennsylvania. A conservation 
easement is a legal instrument that limits 
development on property and can have a 
tax/monetary value depending on how the 
easement is handled. For more information 
contact Mike Holiday at (724) 459-0953. 
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Could you detect, iden-

tify or comment on impacts 
that recreational activities 
may have on the environ-
ment? You would have to 
know that for the current 
issue station, and a lot more 
about the natural environ-
ment to succeed in the Envi-
rothon, an environmentally 
oriented competition where 
students are challenged in 
aquatics, forestry, soils and 

land use, wildlife, and a cur-
rent environmental issue. 
Area high school students 
are busy preparing for the 
2008 competition by thumb-
ing through field guides to 
identify a bird’s song and 
different tree species; by 
rubbing dampened soil be-
tween their fingers to deter-
mine its texture and consult-
ing the soil survey for po-
tential land uses; and by 

identifying aquatic macroin-
vertebrates to determine the 
quality of a stream. Teams 
will experience a variety of 
testing formats as they ro-
tate through each of the five 
stations. Tests will include 
some type of identification, 
including wildlife tracks or 
mounts, bird calls, skins, 
fish, macroinvertebrates, 
trees, soil textures and soil 
horizons, as well as written 
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questions. In addition to rep-
resenting Indiana County at 
the Pennsylvania Envirothon, 
each of the winning team’s 
five members will receive a 
$500 education grant for post-
secondary education ex-
penses. If you are interested 
in getting involved with the 
Envirothon program, contact 
the Conservation District. 

You can help support the PA Envirothon. Simply use GoodSearch.com as your search 
engine and PA Envirothon will earn a penny every time you search the Internet. Go to 
www.goodsearch.com and be sure to enter Pennsylvania Envirothon as the charity you 
want to support. Tell your friends and help support an excellent program! 


